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Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 1-2 (each as a whole), 3-5 (each partly) 



Due to the Indefinite expressions "substantially homologous to at least a 
part of the surface antigen" used 1n claim 1 and "a part of the surface 
antigen" used 1n claim 2, no meaningful search could be carried out on 
the subject-matter of said claims. 

Whereas the same defect also affects claims 3-5 as being dependent on 
said claims, a meaningful partial search could be carried out on said 
claims taking into consideration only the whole nucleic add and amino 
add sequences referred to 1n claims 3 and 5, i.e., those sequences 
having the sequence Identifiers SEQ ID NO: 1-8 and 10-29, as defined 1n 
the listing sequence filed with the letter of 25.06.2001. The whole 
sequences were searched as well as the use of the whole nucleic add 
sequences 1n the preparation of a vaccine. 

With respect to claim 6-8, a complete search was carried out, the SEQ ID 
of the sequence listing filed with the letter of 25.06.2001 being taken 
Into consideration (SEQ ID NO: 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 
24, 26 and 28 for the nucleic add sequences; SEQ ID NO: 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 
11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29 and 30 for the amino add 
sequences). 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions 1n respect of which no International 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
1s advised that the EP0 policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This 1s 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



